
Academic Integrity in 2024
(AI may make things better)

Dr Thomas Lancaster

Imperial College London
 

Keynote Presentation for the
Artificial Intelligence at Coventry University 

Group – Staff Conference

13 June 2024



Dr Thomas Lancaster

• Computer Scientist

• Technology enthusiast

• Academic Integrity practitioner and speaker

• Researcher, often with students as partners

http://www.thomaslancaster.co.uk

X: @DrLancaster

http://www.thomaslancaster.co.uk/


With lots of ideas…





Example of 
“automatic 
rewriting” from 
a 2009 
presentation

Lancaster, T., & Clarke, R. (2009). 
Automated essay spinning–an initial 
investigation. Proceedings of 10th 
Annual Conference of the Subject 
Centre for Information and 
Computer Sciences.



10 June 2024

12 June 2024

11 June 2024



“University officials are scrambling 
to address these startling 
accusations, which suggest a small 
group of students were allegedly 
using ‘mental messaging’ to share 
answers during exams.”
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The use of AI is
not a problem

A lack of proficient use 
of AI may be a problem



2. Conscious 
Incompetence

3. Conscious 
Competence

1. Unconscious 
Incompetence

4. Unconscious 
Competence
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• More than just 
stopping cheating

• A system of values

• Ideals for the whole 
educational 
community



The Fundamental Values of Academic Integrity
(https://www.academicintegrity.org)

honesty respect fairness

responsibility trust

courage

https://www.academicintegrity.org/


https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs
/qaa/about-us/academic-
integrity-charter.pdf  

https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/about-us/academic-integrity-charter.pdf
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/about-us/academic-integrity-charter.pdf
https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/about-us/academic-integrity-charter.pdf


What can we 
do an as an 
educational 
community?



https://bit.ly/3t9EUH9  

https://bit.ly/3t9EUH9


Keep your 
knowledge 
and skills up 
to date

https://academicintegrity.org/resources/blog/129-2024/june-2024/507-is-generative-ai-
your-solution-to-becoming-productive-as-an-academic-integrity-researcher 

https://academicintegrity.org/resources/blog/129-2024/june-2024/507-is-generative-ai-your-solution-to-becoming-productive-as-an-academic-integrity-researcher
https://academicintegrity.org/resources/blog/129-2024/june-2024/507-is-generative-ai-your-solution-to-becoming-productive-as-an-academic-integrity-researcher


Make the 
rules clear to 

students



Consider 
when it’s 
better for 

students to 
use AI



Support students to use AI 
effectively and ethically



Embrace AI to 
improve our 
own teaching 
and student 
support



Embrace 
collaborating with 
our students as 
our academic 
integrity partners

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qIod7C4p9XI&t=4194s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qIod7C4p9XI&t=4194s




Connect With Me

My Email:      thomas@thomaslancaster.co.uk 

My Website:  http://thomaslancaster.co.uk

My Blog:        http://thomaslancaster.co.uk/blog

My LinkedIn: https://uk.linkedin.com/in/thomaslancaster 

My X:            @DrLancaster

Slide Archive:

http://www.slideshare.net/ThomasLancaster 

An artistic impression
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